SECTION VI: HEALTH AND UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE

44.    Health Insurance, in general, is a part of the mea-
sures for social security,  which,  though commonly under-
taken by the State in one form or another in all advanced
industrialised    countries,   is   yet   almost   unknown   in   this
country.   The  basis of this Insurance   consists in providing
medical   advice,   attendance and treatment for any insured
individual   suffering   from   the   ordinary   ailments   of   life,
together with the costs of any surgical operation or hospital
treatment which may become necessary.

45.    The system of National Health Insurance is usually
provided on a compulsory basis, beginning with a given class,
e.g., workers, under a given wage level.    It may progressively
be extended to include all citizens.

46.    Usually ordinary simple ailments are attended to by
general practitioners registered under the scheme for National
Health Insurance.    They are paid a specified sum for each
individual patient treated, by the Insurer.   This payment is
calculated on a moderate scale; while special charges, also on
a moderate   scale, are paid for operations and   other such
treatment in hospitals.

47.    Nursing homes,   sanatoria and health   resorts are
also provided by public or semi-public institutions, where the
insured patients under such a scheme may be treated and
the cost paid out of the general fund.

48.    The Fund is usually made up of contributions from
the insured,   their  employers, and/or  by the   State or  the
Municipality as the case may be.   The services of-Doctors,
Nurses, Hospitals, and Nursing Homes or Sanatoria are pro-
vided out of the general fund, as also preventive or precau-
tionary measures, e.g., supply of prophylactics.

49.    The period for which such benefits may be given is
defined in regard to the maximum and may vary with the
nature of ailment involved.   In cases where the insured are
suffering from any permanent disability, they would be pro-
vided for out of another branch of Social Insurance which
ensures such* protection to those specifically insured under it.

50.    Needless to add there is in every system of National
Health    Insurance,    considerable    activity    in    regard    to
preventive and  precautionary measures,  which have  mini-
mised considerably the incidence of disease and disabilities

resulting therefrom.   Neverthelessa every such system must